
Robert Thain | robthain@butbetter.co.uk | 07966 595 156

Portfolio with notes



Robert Thain | robthain@butbetter.co.uk | 07966 595 156

Project
Portfolio Book and Website
Client
Knight Frank Commercial Properties
Position
Freelancer to Pierrot Print and Design
Task
I was asked to help Knight Frank conceptualise an 
improved way to market their commercial property 
portfolios. In developing this concept I was able to 
translate their complex requirements to produce a 
portfolio brand including all design elements and 
assets for print, PDF, ebook and a website from 
supplied materials. Knight Frank were happy for me to 
work with their photographer to ensure that suitable 
images were created to suit the design of the concept.
Combined with a printed case bound protfolio 
individual property details were prepared and issued 
as supplementary secure PDF’s and individual pages 
on the website. 
This combined approach helped Knight Frank 
approach a greater number of more targeted clients 
while reducing their marketing costs by 50%.

W
eb and social

Print and digital
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Project
Community Testing Evaluation Toolkit
Client
National Aids Trust
Position
Freelancer to Pierrot Print and Design
Task
I was asked to evaluate the materials produced by the in-
house team at the National Aids Trust and provide a set 
of guidelines to help them produce a series of toolkits.

In preparing these notes I was given the opportunity to 
create this Evaluation Toolkit using Adobe CC to provide 
a template that could for the basis of future templates.

It was essential that the master document contained 
all the required assets along with style-sheets and 
colour palettes.

These documents will be a short run series which is 
likely to be updated when the new brand guidelines 
are produced later this year.

Print and digital
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Print and digital

Project
Re-branding and Development
Client
Parliament Choir 
Position
Freelancer direct to client
Task
The branding for the Parliament Choir had been 
created by an enthusiastic member and had lost its 
way over the years. Having previously worked with 
members of the choir whilst Design Manager at 
Parliament I was successfully awarded this contract in 
the autumn of last year to review and ‘tidy up’ the logo 
and materials.

I initially re balanced the logo, keeping the essential feel 
of the brand but creating focus and consistency when 
used across the many platforms the choir works with.

As well as a simple brand guide I created a suite of 
templates using Adobe CC to generate everything 
from tickets and flyers, brochures and programmes, to 
social media templates and website designs.

The choir is currently not performing due to Corona 
Virus but is looking forward to seeing the benefit of 
this re brand.

RGB 74, 74, 72
HSV 60, 3, 29
CMYK 0, 0, 3, 71
LAB 31, 0, 1
WEB 3D3D3C

Pantone Black 7 C

RGB 19, 65, 83
HSV 197, 77, 33
CMYK 77, 22, 0, 67
LAB 25, -9, -15
WEB 134153

Pantone 2168 C

RGB 46, 130, 139
HSV 186, 67, 55
CMYK 67, 6, 0, 45
LAB 50, -22, -12
WEB 2E828B

Pantone 4158 C

RGB 138, 216, 237
HSV 193, 42, 93
CMYK 42, 9, 0, 7
LAB  82, -19, -18
WEB 8AD8ED

Pantone 636  C

RGB 252, 250, 241
HSV 49, 4, 99
CMYK 0, 1, 4, 1
LAB 98, -1, 5
WEB FCFAF1

Pantone P 1-1 C

RGB 144, 46, 46
HSV 0, 68, 56
CMYK 0, 68, 68, 44
LAB 34, 41, 23
WEB 902E2E

Pantone 7622 C
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PT Sans Pro Bold
PT Sans Pro Regular
PT Sans Pro Light

aef
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
Consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 
suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit 
esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. 
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PT Serif Bold
PT Serif Regular
PT Serif Italic

aef
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
Consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat. 

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit 
esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

PT Serif Pro is an universal type family designed for use 
together with PT Sans Pro family released earlier. 

PT Serif Pro coordinates with PT Sans Pro on metrics, 
proportions, weights and design. It consists of 38 styles: 
6 weights (from light to black) with corresponding italics 
of normal proportions; 6 weights (from light to black) 
with corresponding italics of narrow proportions; 6 
weights (from light to black) with corresponding italics of 
extended proportions; and 2 caption styles (regular and 
italic) are for texts of small point sizes. 

The letterforms are distinguished by large x-height, 
modest stroke contrast, robust wedge-like serifs, and 
triangular terminals. Due to these features the face can 
be qualified as matched to modern trends of type design 
and of enhanced legibility. Mentioned characteristics 
beside conventional use in business applications and 
printed stuff made the fonts quite useable for advertising 
and display typography. 
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Client The Parliament Choir
Contact Aileen Walker

Job Visual identity refresh and template production
Date 11 October 2019

 Simple Usage Guide
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Branding

Web and social
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Houses of Parliament

Houses of Parliament

Musical Chairs: Ramsay MacDonald 
and Stanley Baldwin, 1923-1937

The inter-war years saw an incessant power 
struggle between the Conservatives and, 
for the first time, the Labour Party. The 
key protagonists were Labour’s Ramsay 
MacDonald and the Conservative’s Stanley 
Baldwin, who each held the office of Prime 
Minister three times between 1923 and 1937.

Prime Ministers 1923-1937
1923  Stanley Baldwin Conservative

1924  Ramsay MacDonald Labour

1924  Stanley Baldwin Conservative 

1929  Ramsay MacDonald Labour 

1931  Ramsay MacDonald Labour 
(National Government) 

1935  Stanley Baldwin Conservative  

Ramsay MacDonald 29 July 

1931, photograph by E. Bieber 

WOA 1945

Stanley Baldwin, Earl Baldwin 

of Bewdley, printing ink after 

original by Vandyck WOA 4201

In December 1923, Conservative Prime 
Minister Stanley Baldwin (1867-1947) 
called a general election in a bid to 
gain public support for his plans for 
tariff reform, which sought to tackle 
increasing unemployment. Although 
the Conservatives won the most seats, 
they fell short of a majority, resulting in 
a ‘hung Parliament’. Failing to obtain the 
mandate he was looking for, Baldwin 
declined to form a coalition government 
with Liberal leader, Herbert Henry Asquith. 
King George V therefore invited Ramsay 
MacDonald (1866-1937) to form the first 
Labour government.

Despite being a minority government, it 
managed to pass legislation on housing, 
education, unemployment and social 
insurance during MacDonald’s brief time in 
office. However it was not long before the 
government resigned over a communist-
related scandal (the Campbell case). During 
their re-election campaign, the ‘Zinoviev 
letter’ was published in the Daily Mail just 
four days before polling. The letter claimed 
that there was an international communist 
conspiracy to stir up agitation in the 
United Kingdom. Another election was 
held in October 1924 and the fervently 
anti-communist British public propelled 
the Conservative Baldwin back into power.

‘Cabinet Pudding, November 1924’, 
print by Quiz (Powys Evans) WOA 6984 

This cartoon shows the second Baldwin 
ministry after the November 1924 general 
election. The new Prime Minister is shown as a 
chef, complete with a chef’s hat and wooden 
spoon adding his ‘ingredients’ (i.e. his new 
Cabinet Ministers) to his Cabinet Pudding. 
Winston Churchill, who is in the centre, was 
appointed as Chancellor of the Exchequer. To 
the right of Churchill is Austin Chamberlain, 
who was made Foreign Secretary and Deputy 
Leader of the House of Commons.

Front Cover: ‘Musical Chairs’, print by Quiz 
(Powys Evans) WOA 6986

This political cartoon by Powys Evans depicts the November 1924 
general election. The leaders of the competing political parties - 
Stanley Baldwin, Ramsay MacDonald and Herbert Henry Asquith 
-  are playing Musical Chairs. Baldwin, the eventual victor is 
primed to occupy the seat. 

Produced by the Curator’s Office, September 2014 curator@parliament.uk

The Parliamentary Art Collection is the national collection of art relating to the history of 
Parliament. The Collection contains images of important Parliamentary events past and 
present, images of people who have played an important role in making Parliament what 
it is today, and images which record the development over the centuries of the Palace of 
Westminster and the other buildings of the Parliamentary Estate. The earliest pieces date 
from the medieval age, with major holdings dating back to the 18th century, together with 
significant contemporary holdings.

Open to read more...

Project
Promotional leaflet for exhibition
Client
House of Commons Curators Team
Position
Design Manager @ House of Commons 
Task
This exhibition was curated with artefacts from the 
Parliamentary Art Collection and the Willoughby 
Collection. 

Working with the senior curator I created this leaflet 
along with posters, postcards and tickets using text 
and selected images from display. 

From a minimal brief and supplied copy I created initial 
scamps through to fully realised materials in eight 
days. Due to the nature of the House of Commons 
this project involved not only the curators team but 
other departments including the comms team and 
the Speaker of the House of Commons. Managing 
stakeholders and maintaining engagement was key to 
delivering this project on time, demanding extremely 
quick responses to feedback and effective written and 
face to face communication.

Print and event



Robert Thain | robthain@butbetter.co.uk | 07966 595 156

Illustration

Project
Coping with exam stress
Client
AQA Education
Position
Senior Designer @ AQA
Task
Working with schools to prepare students for 
GCSE and A level exams, AQA have an extensive 
programme of events and materials for teachers.

This poster was part of a through the line campaign 
presenting practical advice to student in and out of the 
classroom. Supported by graphics on social media 
and animations this became a key tool in engaging 
students and teachers.

I created initial scamps through to print ready artwork 
as well as templates for social media and simple 
animations using Adobe After Effects.

Print

Social

Animation
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Project
Curriculum Specification
Client
Oxford AQA International Examinations
Position
Senior Designer @ AQA: Secondment to Oxford
Task
Following a partnership between the AQA and 
Oxford examination boards I led the team tasked with 
producing the specification documents for 18 launch 
subjects in six territories.

As senior designer I worked with my team to create 
layouts that were clean and easy to follow as readers 
would not necessarily be native English readers. 
Once the initial templates had been approved I was 
responsible for the oversight and proofing of the 
documents internally before they went to the client and 
presented the designs for each specification to senior 
stakeholders, both within AQA, Oxford University and 
OfQual for approval. Design and Print
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a  Holloway Prison Brooch silver 
by (Estelle) Sylvia Pankhurst,  
c.1909. WOA S694

b  Charles I Raising His Standard 
at Nottingham 1642 fresco 
painting by Charles West Cope, 
1861. WOA 2898

c  The Death of Nelson Support-
ed by Captain Hardy on the 
Victory at Battle of Trafalgar 
waterglass painting by Daniel 
Maclise, 1866. WOA 3247

d  The Destruction of the Houses 
of Lords and Commons by Fire 
on the 16th October 1834 col-
our lithograph by William Heath,  
1834. WOA 1990

e  Gunpowder Plot The principal 
conspirators 1605 print after 
original by Crispijn van der Passe. 
WOA 1349b

f  Fire at the Palace of West-
minster 1834 print by unknown 
artist. WOA 2978a

All artwork © Palace of Westminster Collection, www.parliament.uk/art

Project
Promotional leaflet for exhibition
Client
House of Commons Visitor Services Team
Position
Design Manager @ House of Commons 
Task
In addition to designing this six page leaflet for visitors 
I was tasked with illustrating an accurate map showing 
directions and ‘stops’ along the tour that aligned with 
audio tour hardware.

From supplied architectural drawings I ensured that 
all secure areas were redacted while maintaining the 
relative position of internal spaces to the outline of the 
Palace, adding stops and directional information.

As well as sign-off from my client all versions of the 
illustration needed to be reviewed and approved by 
the security team requiring additional stakeholder 
management across these teams.

The leaflet was produced in 14 languages and has 
instructions for using the guide and a code of conduct 
whilst on the estate.

Illustration and print
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Project
Strategic Plan 2020-2025
Client
National Aids Trust
Position
Freelancer to Pierrot Print and Design
Task
I was asked to design the book version of the 
Strategic Plan following a major brand overhaul. This 
was the first document created using the new brand 
guidlines and I worked closley with both the client and 
the brand angency to ensure the book was reinforcing 
the brand values.

Using the sample spreads supplied in the brand guide 
I crafted the flow of information through the book to 
create a continuous story of hope and optimism.

The book was produced on time and within budget 
with both the brand agency and the client very happy 
with the result.

Design, Infographic 
 and print
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Project
Logo design and Brand Development
Client
Garrison Farm CIC
Position
Freelancer direct to client
Task
I was introduced to this client through a client who is 
donating her marketing know how as a side hustle for 
this worthy project. 

Garrison Farm started with a hand drawn logo created 
by one of the founders. It’s aim to support veterans 
and those leaving the armed serviced in the UK. The 
concept of a farm is important to the founders as it 
gives a much needed escape to UK veterans and 
direct contact with the ground. Since it’s creation 
Garrison Farm has gone on to host training events and 
activities for UK veterans.

I was tasked with creating a more professional logo 
and brand that reflected the organisations values and 
retained a link with UK military services.

This new brand is expected to be launched in 
December 2020 at a ticketed Christmas Ball.

Logo and Brand Guide

GARRISON
FARMCIC

Simplified 

Brand Guide

November 2020

Version 1.00

Primary Logo
The primary logo has been 
designed to be used in most 
applications. It has been set 
in a vertical frame emulating 
military badges and insignia 
to reference the organisations 
founding principles.

The Logo is made up from 
four distinct elements; the 
text, the background field, the 
union flag and the keep.

It is important to maintain a 
clear space around the logo to 
retain its strength and the clarity 
of the keep within the design.

Try to use this logo 
whenever possible.

GARRISON
FARMCIC

GARRISON
FARMCIC

GARRISON
FARMCIC

GARRISON
FARMCIC

Colour Palette
The colour palette has been 
designed to reinforce the 
background and founding 
principles of the organisation. 
Using a mix of greens these 
reflect both military use and 
are in line with the ecology 
and environmental ideals 
of the organisation.

Each shade complements every 
other in this palette and can 
be used in any combination to 
suit the medium or message.

Dark Green
Web: 383D2D

R:56 G:61 B:45

C:08 M:00 Y:26 K:76

Dark Olive
Web: 626A4E

R:98 G:106 B:78

C:08 M:00 Y:26 K:58

Mid Green
Web: 4A5727

R:74 G:87 B:39

C:15 M:00 Y:55 K:66

Light Olive
Web: 7E8A5D

R:126 G:138 B:93

C:09 M:00 Y:33 K:46

Light Green
Web: C7D69E

R:199 G:214 B:158

C:07 M:00 Y:26 K:16

Primary Font
Frutiger has been selected because 
of it’s bold conformity and use 
in UK military applications.

This should be used across 
titles and all body copy.

The secondary font can be 
used for titles and captions 
if distinction is needed.

If this font is not available 
please use Helvetica.

Futiger 45 Light

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Futiger 55 Roman

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Frutiger 65 Bold

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Helvetica Light
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Helvetica Regular
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Helvetica Bold
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
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Thank you
Your feedback would be very welcome


